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say. He fell upon her neck and kissed her. Elizabeth exclaimed:
" 0 Heaven ! my husband is coming !"

" Be at thy ease/' said he ; "I am as good as dead to thee :
in the forest, there, my fair one waits for me; she that is tall
and stately, with the black hair and the golden veil. This is my
dearest child, Leonora. Come hither, darling : come, my pretty
child; and give me a kiss, too; one kiss, that I may feel thy
mouth upon my lips once again, and then I leave you."

Leonora wept; she clasped close to her mother, who, in sobs
and tears, half held her towards the wanderer, while he half drew
her towards him, took her in his arms, and pressed her to his
breast. Then he went away in silence, and in the wood they saw
him speaking with the hideous Woodwoman.

"What ails you ?" said the husband, as he found mother and
daughter pale and melting in tears. Neither of them answered.

The ill-fated creature was never seen again from that day.